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G’day from Region 8 and a Happy New Year to our members all around the globe.
As I write this Region 8 are mourning the loss of New Zealand 2 Chapter President John Brennan. Please spare a thought for his family at this difficult time. 
As we start 2026 all the members across Region 8 are looking forward to welcoming our brothers and sisters from around the world to join us for Convention in Melbourne in August. Australia 5 is planning a fantastic event, and we hope many members make the journey down under for a Shrimp fresh off the Barbie, some Vegemite on toast and a Foster’s to wash it all down with. Please go to the convention website 

https://www.redknightsconvention2026.au/

for all your convention info, links to purchase your swag, book your tours and accommodation. Theres a Facebook page at the address below where you can keep up with all that’s happening around the convention as well. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562890753962

In the months since convention, I have averaged between 3 – 4 hrs per week on Red Knights business and attended the Fall Board meeting in Baltimore.  On a personal note, thanks to Ken “Moonshine” May, Kathleen, David and Anemarie Wenck and Todd & Sabrina Mclean for their hospitality during the road trip to see the Jack Daniels Distillery, drive the Tail of the Dragon and take in some sightseeing along the way. You guys all made a bucket list trip that much better. Thank you!!!!
  
I would like to thank both Mick James and Zane Eyre (my Australian and New Zealand Country Reps) for their efforts over the last 12 months, I couldn’t do this without their support. Sadly, Zane has made the decision to step down as New Zealand Rep, so an election is in progress to select a new NZ Rep. Zane has done a great job over the last 12 months and his counsel will be missed.  
The end of February will see the New Zealand Gathering to be held in Hawera, on the North Island. Looking forward to catching up with our NZ brothers and Sisters for their biggest Annual event and I am sure NZ IV will put on a great one. It will also be the 25th Anniversary of the Red Knights forming in New Zealand, something special to be celebrated. 

Region 8 now has 32 chapters with around 647 Chapter Members and MAL’s.

I would also like to welcome to our Red Knight family – New Zealand 12 located in Palmerston North, Manawatu Region New Zealand as our newest chapter in Region 8.   

And finally let’s all the remember the 2 Rules of Firefighting in the 21st Century.  
1) Come home Safe 
2) Don’t end up on Youtube 

Loyal To Our Duty 
Andy Young 
Region 8 Director
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